INTRODUCTION
Wagatea spicata Dalzell, family : Leguminosae (Caesalpiniaceae), known in vernacular as "Vagati" or "Vakeri", is a monotypic genus of a robust woody, climbing shrub, with long trailing prickly branches growing abundantly in Konkan jungles and on the Ghats near Mahabaleshwar Cooke, (1958) 1 . It is also found in Karnataka and Kerala hills up to an altitude of 900 M. and also reported from Mt. Abu in Rajasthan. The roots are used in pneumonia Kiritikar, and Basu, (1933) 2 ; Chopra, (1933) 3 mentions its use in the treatment of pulmonary tuberculosis. The bark is used as an application for skin diseases Nadkarni, (1927) 4 and Chopra et al (1956) 5 . The seed oil is sometimes used for lighting purpose Chopra et al. (1958) 6 and Maheshwari et al. (1965) 7 .
Except for some chemical and pharmacological investigations on the root of W.spicata, no references are available in the literature on its pharmacognosy.
Chemical
and pharamacological investigation of the roots were carried out by Joshi et al. (1957) 8 and they also reported "Vakerin" (Bergenin 2%) in the root. The roots possesses antibacterial activity. Bhatnagar et al. (1961) 9 . Plant possess antiseptic properties Chopra et al (1958) 6 and its effects on respiration and on cardiovascular Dhar et al. (1973) 10 .
Since the roots of W. spicata Dalzell are sold in the various drug markets of Maharashtra, these were collected, identified and compared with genuine material for detecting adulteration if any and in view of the importance of the stem bark and the root in the indigenous system of medicine since long, a detailed pharmacognostic studies on them were undertaken.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
Genuine plant material as well as the market samples were collected in large quantities from Mahabaleshwar and Radhnagari (Maharashtra State) and from various drug markets of Maharashtra. Free hand and microtome sections were taken from the fresh material and market sample, stained in safranin and light green and finally mounted in Canada balsm as per usual procedure of Johansen, (1940) 11 . Some market sample as well as the root and stem bark of the genuine material were dried in the shade so as to prevent decomposition of active principles and they were powdered for phytochemical screening. Percentage extractives and ash were determined as given in British Pharmacopoea (1968) 12 . Fluorescence analysis of the powdered drug was carried out as per Chase, and Pratt., (1949) 13 . Macroscopic and microscopic characters were described as per Wallis, (1967) 
Fig 2 : BARK
The bark is prickly. It is blackish before scraping and brownish after scraping, ½ cm. In thickness. The bark is bitter in taste. roots are dark brown before scraping and turn pale yellow after scraping. The facture is fibrous and the roots are bitter in taste.
MICROSCOPIC CHARACTERS Fig 4 : T. S. of the BARK
Transverse section of the bark shows phellem, phellogen and phelloderm. The phellem consists of thin walled rectangular and many layered tangentially elongated parenchymatous cells. Phellogen is made up of 2 -3 layers of meristematic cells. The phelloderm is formed by many thin walled parenchymatous cells and it is followed by secondary phloem. 
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Histochemistry
Histochemical tests were carried out on the genuine material and market sample for starch, tannins and alkaloids. For these tests free hand sections were taken and these were treated with different reagents. The results are given in the Table -I
Phytochemistry
Phytochemical tests were carried out on water extracts for starch, proteins, tannins, saponins, anthroquinones and reducing sugars and on alcohol extracts for alkaloids, flavonoids and glycosides.
(B) MARKET SAMPLE
The market sample of the root of Wagatea spicata was compared macroscopically, microscopically and chemically with the genuine root sample and it has been seen that there is no difference between the root of the market sample and the genuine root sample and hence studies on the market samples are not shown in the proper and it is concluded that the market samples are genuine and they are of W. spicata only. 
SUMMARY
Wagatea spicata Dalzell is known in vernacular as, "Vagati" or "Vakeri" is a well known drug used in the pneumonia and frequently used as an application for skin diseases. 
